


























ZsO.54, 



SMTIDH LKGAYIGK, 
MOHROVUt LIB3HIA* 


Sir, 






}X/.Y 87,1926. 


I ixsve the house? to i .for to ray despatch 
z;o*3o of the h6th lurch last on the subject of 
too dellminatlon of the Franoo^hiberian boundary# 


k n 


Jr® 








It appears that the Liberian Government 
understood ttot toe French Government had agreed 
tkat toe whole frontier should be del lain evted 
cn t ile occasion whereas the French boundary 
coiumi salon wtu only author!sed to fix a section 
of the frontier, Jlougreeiient also arose as to 
the guiding x>rinciples which were to serve as 
- work Inc tftsls* .he i-reach commission there*- 
upon departed* ;.r John l. 3 arris, the Liberian 
secretary of the interior department io still 
at the frontier apparently in the nope that the 


ifrenoh ooi^mieelon ;-&y return* The members of 
hie stalf hu/e returned to the coast and are 
continuing the worh jf *ri angulation towards 
the French boundary* 


3# I understand fror ny French colleague* 
that in reporting recently on the proposed loon 
agreement In connection with toe Firestone 
scheme he gave it as his opinion that that 


agreement Is identical with the loan agreement 
i.ego tinted with the American Government a few 


His majesty 1 ® Principal 
Secretary of state 

for Foreign Affairs, 
etc#, c t o«ietc*i 


ye are 


Foreign Office 






yeara ago and constitutes another attempt to 
gat Liberia under Ar&rioan control* Ha appears 
to hold that it would he Inimical to Frenoh 
Interests If another great rower were to obtain 

"" ; ,, ‘ v’ N u* 1/' 

a foothold in Africa* Ha tells me that tha 
French Foreign Office thanked hi* by telegram 
for this report and expressed concurrence in 
hie view® and that thie wee the first time in 
hit career that he had received telegraphic 
thanks for a report* 

It is possible that the ireach Govorru^ont 
desires to keep the irontiox* question open a® 
a meant! of bringing pressure to boar on Lib* 
aria* The method employed — if this ic the 
intention — in aowever likely to produce tha 
opposite of the desired affect* Xt ia fear of 
French egression which makes Liberia look to 
the United states for protection and which* 
if anything, will make American control accept* 
able* 

A copy of thie report ie being transmitted 
to the Governor of sierra Leone* 

I have the honour to be 
wilhgreat truth and respect 
sir, 

Your most obedient 


Humble Servant, 


eoearr t. : • > * 






Ho. Aj. 


Si»!- 
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British Lo_ tlon 
Monrovia 
March 26 th 1926 * 


fcith reference to previous reperte on the de« 
lMi»li«tt of tn# Fr «NiUblffl«n beundrxy I ha,ve 
the honour to r ^ jort th* t Ur*John L,J«rriB # 
Secretary of the Interior Lepartaont f h&e been 


appointed chief,and Ur* Lee C^Davei^au A*eri«5 n 


surveyor, chief engineer * of a ooa ie ion *hieh 
hoe proceeded to the fr wttee in order to deter* 
eine the Bound*<rjr in collaboration with e French 
c omission which has been waiting f ,v r the Li Dorian 

coco lesion for sjuu aonthe* 

± m The work of determining the France-Liberten 



bo-ill~-.ry on the epot hue been c^i^ye^i for ■- 

yeu?g*2iy Fronoh tieliwa^uc inform, o that at the 
tine of toe negotiations for the Am^ria *n Lean hie 
£Ovei naont refused to despatch e osaaiBoion on the 
ground that if LiberIt wee about to beoor.o n 
American dependency tney *ould profor to welt until 
they could negotiate directly with the ieericane* 

3, Be farther iaftw eo t'vX he French 
ceecalSBleaur hec no* instructions to ra •*/ 
territorial eeneeeeieQi which a y be necessary 
in order to urrive speedily at an * id cable under* 

steading* 

g copy of this despatch U being trenealtted 


to the Governor of Slums, Leona. 

I ht vo the honour to be 

C{w 

Hi* Majeniy*. ir * 

principal Sacratmry *f Him «r* t truth nd r*Wp«Ct 

Si U for For«1fin Affaire Year »b t obedient 

Foreign Office. *mbU Servant 

ftOCERT r.: _ 






